Profiting from the kuffar and their laws without compromising 
the aqeedah while living withing kufr societies 

Rasulullah (saw) and the ashab (r.a.) lived about 13 years in Mecca within a 
kufr society. During this time they took advantage from the laws of the 
mushrikeen without compromising their aqeedah and deen. 

One of the laws of the Meccan mushriks was the patronage (auspices) law. 
According to this law, if someone (strong) from a tribe protected another 
(weak) person from this tribe nobody could touch this person and he would 
be untouchable. 

Rasulullah (saw) and the sahaba (r.a) who were aware of this law took 
advantage of it, although they were rejecting the mushrikun and their laws. 
But by doing they didn't make a new law, or wanted the Meccan mushriks to 
make a law for them, they only profited from an existing law which was not 
contradicting shariah. 

During the time when the uncle of Rasulullah (saw) Abu Talib was alive, he 
took his nephew (saw) under his protection and due to this Rasulullah (saw) 
could go on with his dawah and was safe from the torments and tortures of 
the mushriks. 

After Abu Talib died and there was nobody who took Rasulullah (saw) under 
his protection the crimes and tortures of the mushriks against Rasulullah 
(saw) increased. Thus and for other reasons the year Abu Talib died was 
called year of sadness. Because with the dead of Abu Talib the Islamic dawah 
suffered much. 

After Rasulullah (saw) went to Taif for dawah, when he was returning to 
Mecca, he knew that entering Mecca will be difficult and dangerous, so he 
sent for Mu'tim ibn Adiyy, a mushrik, and asked him to take patronage over 
him. 

Another example of patronage is, when Abu Bakr (r.a.) was expelled from 
Mecca the Quraishites found woth Ibn ad-Dagina a strong leader of a tribe 
standing against them. Ibn ad-Dagina knew about the characters and the high 
qualities of Abu Bakr and was not happy with the expelling of him and hence 
protected him for this reason against his trim and folk men. 

But there is a very important point. Neither Rasulullah (saw) nor the sahaba 
(r.a.) did compromise their aqeedah when profiting from the laws of the 
kuffar. 

One has not to forget, that the kuffar will do everything to not let the 


muslims take advantage from their laws. When they are seeing, that the 
muslims profit from their laws they even might change their laws or stop 
acting according to their laws. 

When the Meccan mushriks saw, that Abu Talib took patronage over 
Rasulullah (saw) and Rasulullah (saw) profited from their law they offered 
Abu Talib to stop the patronage; which was a very new offer and never made 
before to anyone else. Firstly they went to Abu Talib and talked to him in a 
friendly manner, when Abu Talib rejected their offer they asked him to take 
a son from a rich and honored man from the Quraish and give Rasulullah 
(saw) to them. 

After Abu Talib rejected this offer too, they thread him and started pressure 
against him and the Bani Hashim. 

They even said: "If you don't stop the patronage and don't make your 
nephew stopping from talking and slandering our gods and from calling us 
ignorant and stupid we will fight him and you." 

Abu Talib didn't withstand this pressure and said to Rasulullah: "Oh 
nephew! My people came and said this and that. Have mercy with me and 
yourself. And don't burden something on my I can't bear." 

So after this, what did Rasulullah (saw) say? Did he compromise his deen? 
Did he stop dawah to profit from the patronage law of the mushriks? 

Never! 

Contrarily, he knew what will happen if he will lose the patronage of Abu 
Talib, but he again said with full submission to Allah: "Oh my uncle! By 
Allah, if they put the sun in my right hand and the moon in my left on 
condition that I abandon this course, until Allah has made me victorious, or I 
perish therein, I would not abandon it." 

And here we see the aid of Allah, the Almighty, to the muslim who never 
compromises his deen and aqeedah. Because although being a mushrik Abu 
Talib answered: "Oh son of my brother! Go and preach what you please, for 
by God I will never forsake you." Abu Talib then recited two lines of verse 
with meanings of full support to Rasulullah (saw). 

From this he have to learn an important lessons. A muslim living in the kufr 
society can profit from the laws and the legislative gaps of them with the 
condition to not compromise his deen. 

But this profit isn't without boundaries. There are a few conditions: 

1. The muslim cannot profit from a law or rule where something Allah 


made halaal is declared haraam, or something Allah made haraam is 
declared as halaal. The laws a muslim can profit from can only be laws 
where the boundaries of Allahs haraams and halaals arn't assaulted. 

2. A muslim cannot compromise his deen to take advantage of the laws of 
the kuffar. 


Except these two conditions a muslim can (and often should) take advantage 
from the laws of the kuffar to benefit the muslims and Islam. 


From all that it is to conclude, that a muslim can profit from the laws from the 
kuffar as long as they don't contradict to the ahkaam of Allah. He even can 
ask the kuffar to apply their laws if they are not contradicting sharia and if 
there are benefits for the muslims and Islam. But he cannot ask a kafir or a 
kufr institution to make a new law, even if this law would be according 
Islam. Because doing so would mean, give them the right to make laws and 
to legislate; ant this is kufr. 

Rasulullah (saw) himself asked for applying the law of patronage, a law 
which already existed. But this doesn't mean, that he asked them to make a 
new law. He only asked them to apply a already existing lay. If there wasn't 
the law of patronage Rasulullah (saw) never would have asked for 
protection. 

To make the point more clear I will get an example: In most of the western 
kuffar countries there is a law which guarantees freedom of worship. 
According to that law everybody has the right to do his worship freely and 
without restriction. If a company or a boss forbids their workers to pray, to 
fast or similar acts of ibadaah, a muslim can (and should) go to the 
responsible or boss and ask him to give him the freedom of worship which is 
the right according to their own laws. Meaning, a muslim can ask the 
company/boss/responsible to apply the existing law, namely the freedom of 
worship law. This is the same like the patronage law; although it was made 
from the kuffar it is a law where is profit for the muslims and it is not 
contradicting the ahkam of Allah. 

Asking the boss etc. for applying of the existing law is the same as Rasulullah 
(saw) asking himself Mu'tim b. Adiyy to protect him. 

But if the boss won't apply the existing law, a muslim cannot go to court and 
fight for this right. 


And Allah knows best. 



